
 
Combined Dinner 
 
11 Rotarians from Brunswick and 1 guest attended this week’s meeting, which was the combined 
dinner at Fredricks, hosted by the Rotary Club of Essendon.  140 Rotarians attended in all. 
 
There were a large number of Rotarians attending the night, and much fun was had by all!  The 
meal was great too, says Mel, the bulletin editor! 
 
Interestingly, our club was at the back, near the door! 
 
In Adam’s one minute of airtime, he gave the Tractors in Timor Appeal a plug (see attached info). 
 
We heard from Bernie Walshe, and also Ian Riseley, Director of Rotary International.  Ian discussed 
the benefits of the increasing numbers of women in Rotary, and predicts that women will represent 
more than 30% of Rotarians in the future. 
 
Ian talked about the work the Foundations is doing in East Timor, and about the fact that more 
young people are joining Rotary who “may be politically conservative, but progressive thinkers.” 
 
Coburg Club’s 50th Anniversary Dinner 
 
Around 90 Rotarians all up, plus 6 Brunswick Rotarians (including partners) attended the Coburg 
Club’s 50th Anniversary.  This time Brunswick were not at the back of the room, but near the kitchen 
door, which tended to clash somewhat with the evening’s speakers! 
 
Tractors in Timor 
 
Adam received some good responses to his plug about this appeal at the combined dinner, 
including a comment from Ian Riseley’s wife that she would discuss the matter with Ian.  Adam 
hasn’t heard back from the relevant people at Don Bosco Agricultural College.  A response is 
necessary to make sure the funds will be used appropriately.  As per Rebecca Andersen’s 
presentation, the college require around $50-$60,000 US to repair the tractors and for future 
maintenance.  The appeal Adam is currently heading wishes to provide enough funds to repair at 
least  some of the tractors, to enable the college and farmers to harvest the crops. 
 
Membership Month
 
This month is Membership Month, and after a request for a show of hands as to who had someone 
to introduce, Adam suggested we all have a lot of work to do!  Hopefully Cheryle is doing some 
recruitment in Darwin!
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Dance into Spring 
 
Mick Leahy was not at the meeting to report on bookings so far for the dance, however Mel advised 
that there were cheques for at least 10 people received in the mail that day. 
 
Next Board Meeting 
 
The next Board Meeting is this coming Tuesday, August 8th, at 5.30pm at the Grand View Hotel, 
Corner Pearson and Hunter Sts, Brunswick West.  All are welcome to attend, and our Assistant 
Governor, Kevin Field, will also be in attendance. 
 
Birthdays 
 
Barry gave birthday wishes from the club to Will Moulding, who turned 102.  Will is still playing golf, 
and sends his regards to the club.  Hopefully one day those of us who haven’t had the pleasure of 
meeting Will will do so! 
 
We all sang “Happy Birthday” to Peter Johnstone who turned … 33?! 
 
Lauri 
 
Eric advised that Lauri’s heart surgery has been successful, but his recovery has been slow, due to 
chest complications.  Lauri is in a ward, but is not yet ready for visitors. 
 
Addendum to bulletin number 2 
 
Oops – I failed to include the golf trophy in the last bulletin.  Mick Leahy and Dean Kennedy were 
awarded with the District Governor’s (coveted, perhaps …?!) trophy, by PDG John Wigley.  
Congratulations to MickL and Dean!  And good on ya’ Terry, getting your mug in the photo! 
 



 
Guest speaker 
 
Today Stavros introduced James Porteous, Managing Editor of the CSIRO magazine ECOS … 
who’s currently trying his hand at polo with Stav! 
 
The ECOS magazine, established in 1971, underwent a national re-launch in 2003 which led to its 
leadership increasing from people with a research background to general readers, and covers 
sustainability issues across environment, industry and community. 
 
James told us that all levels of society should be involved in maintaining the health of the planet, 
and we need to shift our habits, as life on Earth depends on us living within the limits of the health of 
the environment.  ECOS magazine aims to communicate sustainability issues and bring 
understanding of the problems, how they’re evolving, and how to make changes. 
 
Today, science and social and economic researchers are working together, and environmental 
impacts are factored into costs.  Companies are becoming environmentally responsible, which is 
connected to social sustainability and the ‘Triple Bottom Line.’  The number of companies becoming 
environmentally responsibile is increasing in Australia, but we still lag behind. 
 
James advised that sustainability is inherent to most of our current challenges, including climate 
change, energy use and supply issues (including oil, nuclear energy and renewables), urbanisation 
(population, transport, infrastructure), water, etc.  ECOS offers both sides of the argument, and 
everyone has a part to play in sustainability at home and at work. 
 
James had an interesting wallpaper on his laptop, which showed a picture of rocks in Antarctica that 
had been heated by the sun, causing ice in the surrounding water to melt, and leaving the rock 
standing on a “pedestal” of the part of the rock which didn’t melt … a fascinating picture! 
 
We heard about Tuvalu, which is only 50cm above sea level, which, due to global warming and 
rising sea levels, has caused inhabitants to be moved to New Zealand … the first environmental 
refugees. 
 
We also heard that increased acidity of the world’s oceans, due to the take up of carbon dioxide 
from the atmosphere, causes sea creatures such as corals and shell fish to suffer -- the higher 
levels of acidity make it difficult for them to form and maintain their skeletons and shells. 
 
James suggested that financial incentives are required to reduce the usage of power, water, etc.  
The fact that the companies that provide these resources must report to sharedholders creates a 
barrier to this type of environmental sustainability. 
 
 
Upcoming Events 
 
19 to 20 August 2006 -- The Rotary Club of Altona are holding their 29th Annual Art Exhibition 
Saturday 19th and Sunday 20th August 2006. 
 
November 18 and 19, 2006 -- The Rotary Club of Kew in association with Melbourne’s most 
notable garden designers is organising its second Garden DesignFest Charity Weekend for 
November 18 and 19, 2006. 
 
 
 



 
 
Raffle 
 
Henry won the raffle this week, and is owed a bottle of wine, along with Bob … and anyone 
else who has won recently and not received their prize!  Please feel free to make yourself 
known … so you don’t miss out! 
 
 
Weekly Program 
 
August 8th Tuesday evening Board meeting -- all welcome 

 
August 10th Thursday lunchtime Regular meeting 

Guest speaker possibly Brunswick Neighbourhood 
House 
 

August 17th Thursday lunchtime Noel Gough's talks to us about  "The building of the 
Snowy and the Migrant Contribution" 
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The Rotary Club of Kew in association with Melbourne’s most notable garden designers is 
organising its second Garden DesignFest Charity Weekend for November 18 and 19, 2006. 
 
The first Festival in November 2004 was a remarkable success with the gardening public 
when, in spite of typical Melbourne weather that included rain, thunder and lightning, winds 
and bright sunshine, a total of $45,000 was raised for distribution to charities. 
 
Building upon that experience the 2006 event promises to be even better with over 30 
professionally designed gardens in the Melbourne area open to the public.  For gardeners 
this represents a unique opportunity to view at first hand the work of many of Australia’s 
most notable designers including for example, Jim Fogarty, the first Australian designer to 
undertake the design of a stand at the Chelsea Flower Show, Georgina Martyn whose 
beautiful gardens feature contemporary treatment of materials and plants, Paul Bangay, 
author of several best selling Australian gardening books, Rick Eckersley, author of 
‘Outside’, Robert Boyle, Eugene Gilligan, John Patrick, Andrew Seccull of Jenny Smith 
Gardens and many more.  The designers will be on hand in their gardens to talk with visitors 
and advise them about their garden problems as well as explaining the design process in the 
featured open garden. 
 
Gardens are open from 10.00 am to 4.30pm and a single ticket costing $25 will permit entry 
to all of the gardens.  A garden trail ticket for $15 allows entry to any five gardens or single 
entry tickets are available for $5 per garden.  Tickets may be purchased via the website or at 
garden gates on the open days. 
 
Funds raised this year will be donated to four charities focusing on assistance to children in 
need:   •  ROMAC  •  Interplast  • Children First Foundation  •  Angel Flight 

           
For more information about the weekend of garden openings, please visit our website at 
www.gardendesignfest.com.au.  The site includes photographs of all the gardens to be opened 
and profiles the participating designers. 
 
Visitors who wish to attend the gardens without driving should contact Beverley Read (PH: 
0418 766 905 or bev.read@goodgardensense.com) who is organising escorted tours to a selection 
of the gardens on both days of the open weekend.  Tours include all transport, refreshments, 
lunch and garden entry tickets. 
 
For further details of the event please contact John Patrick E) jpatrick@johnpatrick.com.au  
T) (03) 9429 4855), Jenny Wade M) 0409000089 E) graeandjaws@bigpond.com.au 
or over the open weekend Michael DeVincentis T) 03 9815 2266. 




