
Max and Lauri 
 
Peter Johnstone reported that Max Fremder has not been too well, and will be having an operation 
on Wednesday August 23rd. 
 
Lauri did not seem to have improved a great deal.  Due to the lateness of this bulletin, we have 
since been saddened by Lauri’s passing away.  Lauri’s funeral will be held at St John's Anglican 
church, corner Toorak and Orrong Roads, Toorak,  Thursday 31 August 2006 at 2 pm followed by a 
private cremation with refreshments in the church hall afterwards. 
 
Auskick trolley 
 
Adam thanked Peter for his business’s donation of a trolley to be used by the local Auskick group, 
where Adam’s a volunteering parent.  The tolley will be used for storage and for easy setup and 
packup of equipment.  The trolley was presented at the final Auskick for the season, on Saturday 
August 12th.  The attached press release has been submitted to the Community News and Leader 
newspapers. 
 
Tractors in Timor 

It was reported last week that Chris Trueman, CEO of Xanana Vocational Education Trust, who is a 
member of the Rotary Club of Southbank, will be our guest speaker next week.  Chris will have the 
revised tractor budget proposal, and will talk to us about raising funds for the project. 

Membership Month
 
Once again, all members are urged to find new members! 
 
Attendance 
 
Our attendance percentage for June 2006 was 46%, and our attendance for the year 60%. 
 
Foundation 
 
The Rotary Foundation has been awarded a 4 star rating for sound fiscal management.  This is the 
highest rating a charity can be awarded. 
 
Late welcome 
 
Dean brought along a letter from Rotary International welcoming him to Rotary – Dean and Mel 
joined the club in October, the welcome letter was dated May, and they received the letters in 
August! 

No. 5 17 August 2006 



 
Dance Into Spring 
 
Dance Into Spring is sneaking up on us, and so far 32 tickets have been issued.  Cheryle and Barry 
have both requested flyers, which Mel is to provide. 
 
Guest speaker 
 
Today we heard from Noel Gough who worked for 10 years as a pioneer on the Snowy Hydro 
Scheme in the 1950’s.  Noel has written a book about the characters, as opposed to the technical 
aspects of the scheme, which is in its 7th edition, and has sold in excess of 6000 copies.  The 
engineering of the Snowy project was recognised worldwide, and someone called it “the biggest 
plumbing” project. 
 
Noel was 20 when he started working on the Snowy, with 2 girlfriends (one later became his wife) a 
leather jacket and was living in Sydney.  He wasn’t interested in his father’s suggestion to join the 
project, but running out of money sent him to the Pitt Street office to enquire about it.  Noel was 
given a train ticket and instructions to pack warm clothes and a week’s food. 
 
Noel’s train ride took him to Cooma, whose lowest temperature reached -14, while the Snowy’s 
lowest was -25.  Noel didn’t have an interview, and was sent via taxi with a Canadian carpenter off 
to the Snowy, in a new Holden.  The taxi couldn’t go the whole way there, due to the bad roads, and 
the driver said “the Snowy is just over this hill!” 
 
Workers had been moved from tents to barracks, some of which had no doors, and of course, were 
very cold!  Noel slept in his jacket and boots, with the kerosene lamp burning, and woke in the 
morning to a black greasy face.  His lamp met the same end as most other workers’ lamps did … 
turfed out the door! 
 
The Snowy project employed a number of migrants or “New Australians.”  The Aussies were calling 
one chap Wog.  He objected to this, and said he wanted to be called “Mr Wog!”  Mr Wog was 
looking for a break in the phone lines, which were strung through the trees and which local 
stockmen liked to “break.”  Mr Wog was gone for some time, and it turned out he’d swum 3 major 
rivers! 
 
Noel told us the work was easy, and he was made Leading Hand immediately.  He asked his boss 
later why such an inexperienced chap like him was made Leading Hand, and was told “because you 
were standing there.” 
 
The project wanted 600 tradies from Germany, but as they were recovering after the war, 
advertising in newspapers was not allowed, only advertising in shops.  The response, however, was 
overwhelming, wth 10,00 applicants.  Half of the final group had to be single, half married, and the 
applicants political persuasions had to be checked – due to there being Polish applicants, there 
couldn’t be Germans who were ex camp guards.  It ended up that 5 of the recruits were ex guards, 
and had to be sent back.  Of all of the 600 Germans, Noel believes that not one returned to 
Germany, and the Aussies were outnumbered! 
 
Of course, many died while working on the project.  A 23 year old linesman in Noel’s gang, who 
Noel had just instructed to do a job, hit his head and susequently fell head first from the tower.  Noel 
believes this was the first recorded death on the project.  A couple of Czech men fell through some 
cracked ice.  It happened in their own time, after lunch … and because of this, was not covered by 
“workcover.” 
 



 
Weekly Program 
 
August 24th Thursday lunchtime Chris Trueman, CEO of Xanana Vocational Education 

Trust will discuss what the Trust does and the Tractors 
in Timor project. 
 

August 31st Thursday No meeting – funeral for Lauri Penttila 
 

September 7th Thursday lunchtime Ryan Diehl – Ambassadorial Scholar 
 

 
 

  

 




