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General update 
 

 The new Club brochures have been returned by Sue O’Brien, President Elect of the Rotary Club 
of Coburg, who did a make up at lunch today. 

 Could everyone please complete their questionnaire and send to Adam?! 
 Adam reminded everyone about becoming a Centurion, forms having been supplied with 

membership invoices. 
 Henry advised that Reg appears to be well. 
 Barry advised that Will is settling in, but wants to go home.  He sends his regards to everyone. 
 Mel advised that Dean and Greg had discussed this year’s big raffle, which would be underway 

shortly. 
 

Tractors in Timor 
 

 3 tractors are up and running and 180 hectares of land has been ploughed, with the hope of 
getting another 120 done before the rains come.  More than 400 families have benefitted from 
the tractor repairs. 

 $4000US of the total donation of $10,000US has been used, and those involved are working out 
how best to use the balance. 

 

Christmas is coming! 
 
 Once again, the Rotary Clubs of Collingwood and Carlton wish to remind us all that Christmas cakes 

and puddings are available for purchase again this year.  Proceeds from purchases of these items 
will be matched dollar for dollar and go towards the following two causes, being jointly funded by 
Collingwood and Carlton: 

 
o Senta Belong Helpim project -- helps and protects endangered children in remote North East 

PNG. 
o St Vincent's project -- extensively renovating the Fitzroy recreation facilities. 
 

Barry will be looking after sales of the cakes and puddings – thanks Barry!  Please give your orders to Barry. 
 
Barry now has the cakes and puddings, and they’re $13 each. 
 
Christmas Cards are available once again.  They’re $10 for a pack of 10, with proceeds going to the 
Australian Rotary Health Research Fund, and are available each meeting. 
 

Coming weeks 
 

 Friday November 24th free for lunch at Sofitel Melbourne 
 Bring a table of members to: The "Business of Winning"  function this year again in support of Rotary 
 Club of Camberwell's "Youth Suicide Research Project" with ARHRF and Orygen. 

 
 The Australia-East Timor Association is again running an Independence Day Dinner for East Timor, 

on Tuesday 28th November 6.30 for 7.00pm. 
 Annual Rotary Foundation Paul Harris Breakfast to be held at the RACV City Club, 501 Bourke 

Street, Melbourne Tuesday morning 28th November 7.15am for 7.30am. 
  The RSVP date for catering purposes is 21st November. 
  The Guest Speaker is the Chief Justice of the Federal Court of Australia- The 
  Hon Michael Black AC which will be of interest to all, especially the legal   
  profession (see attached info). 
 



 

 
 

Guest speaker 
 
Our guest speaker today was John Patrick, landscape architect from the Rotary Club of Kew, talking 
about the Garden DesignFest weekend. 
 
John was originally involved in open gardens for the Victoria 150th birthday celebrations in 1985.  At one 
of the Melbourne Flower and Garden Shows, John found that a student had to spend $30,000 to build 
and display his garden design, which John felt was unjust.  Hence the idea of the Garden DesignFest 
open garden system was born.  John  told us that England had been holding open gardens since the 
1920’s, to raise funds for charities, and the community is very interested in designed gardens. 
 
Two years ago was the first Garden DeisgnFest, with 32 open gardens.  The weather was atrocious, with 
hail, winds, storms and flooding, and it was also hot … that’s Melbourne for you!  That year the program 
raised $45,000. 
 
For this year’s Garden DesignFest, John has given it good promotion, including TV, various newspapers, 
magazines, flyers at functions, etc.  The gardens this year range from a small courtyard in Richmond to a 
large garden designed by John around a 1950’s house.  There are some gardens located in our local 
area including Essendon, North Melbourne and Northcote, one in Mornington, and many in the Eastern 
suburbs.  One in Barkers Road, Kew is designed by well known garden designer Paul Bangay, who has 
won awards for his work, and worked in the US and Europe.  There are also lesser known designers.  
There’ll be a tea party at 19th century villas in Hawthorn called Freisia, which was the German 
ambassador’s residence. 
 
The Garden DesignFest program provides an opportunity to promote new designers, as well as helping 
chairities.  This year those are: 
 

 ROMAC 
 Interplast Australia 
 Children First Foundation 
 Angel Flight 

 
The Children First Foundation helped an Iraqi boy who was born with his stomach on the outside, and 
two Iraqi bous with no arms or legs, who are attending Assumption in Kilmore. 
 
Garden DesignFest is running from 10:00am to 4:30pm on Saturday and Sunday, with 31 gardens to 
see.  A booklet is available which provides photos and descriptions of the gardens and details about their 
designers.  Costs are $25 for all gardens, $15 for 5 gardens and $5 for one garden. 
 
John told us it was very hard work getting all of the designers involved, and the designers’ clients 
allowing access to their gardens.  It has also been very hard work getting the 350 volunteers required to 
help … and more are still needed!  Dean, Mel, Barry, Doug and Sally have volunteered. 
 
The program provides good promotion for Rotary, and is planned to be held every 2 years (it’s such hard 
work that it would be very difficult holding it annually).  This year the RC Kew have been better with 
admin costs, including getting sponsorship from companies.  And for the 2008 program, a Japanese 
maagazine is planning a feature! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

This week’s joke 
 
Courtesy of Deano 
 
A man walks into a movie theater and a few rows in front of him there is a woman and her dog. As the movie 
wore on, he noticed that the dog seemed to be watching the show intently. During the sad scenes, he could 
hear the dog whimpering. During the action scenes, the dog was standing on the seat with his paws on the 
back of the seat in front of him. He even swore he heard the dog chuckling at the funny lines. And at the end 
of the movie, the dog again stood on his seat and barked his approval. 
 
The man could stand it no longer, he had to talk to the woman with the dog.  "Excuse me", he said, "I just 
wanted to let you know that I could not believe how much your dog enjoyed the movie." 
 
"Me either" said the woman, "he hated the book." 
 
 

Weekly Program 
 
November 23rd Thursday lunchtime ARHRF (Australian Rotary Health Research Fund) 

regarding recent breakthroughs and the fund. 
Note: this is a regular lunch meeting, not an evening 
meeting! 
 

November 30th Thursday lunchtime Club AGM / RC Box Hill Central 
Operation Cleft presentation 
 

December 7th Thursday lunchtime TBA 
 

December 14th  Thursday lunchtime TBA 
 

 
 
Other stuff 
 
CHRISTMAS ASSISTANCE REQUIRED by THE SMITH FAMILY 

 
 Do you have a normal drivers licence? 
 Ever wanted to drive a Mercedes Vito delivery van? 
 Can you volunteer time on December 4th, 11th, 12th, 13th,14th, 15th?  (any or some dates) 

 
Five hours driving and minimal lifting involved to collect toy donations for disadvantaged children 
this Christmas. 

 
Please contact: MARK CUBIT   mark.cubit@smithfamily.com.au 
Ph: 0415 109 817  Fax: 9416 0725 
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