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This Week’s 
Meeting
A reminder that our 
meeting this week is 
for DINNER at 6:15 for 
6:30pm.
Guest speaker: Dr Brett 
Rawlings – speaking 
about myotherapy and 
acupuncture.

Intro
Th is edition of the bulletin 
is a “bumper double issue” 
covering our last two 
weeks.

Meeting 20th 
September
Welcome to our members, 
our visiting Rotarian and 
AG James Long. Well done 
Jason on your two makeup 
meetings at Melbourne 
North!

Greg’s Roast
All Roasters confi rmed 
except Terry Daniher. If 
not Terry, then Simon 
Madden. Still working 
on raffl  e prizes and wine 
sponsorship. All donations 
welcome (notify David 
Earley).
Ideally pre-sell raffl  e 
tickets, especially for 
contributions from people 
who can’t attend the event.

Bagong Barrio
Cheryle has received a 
message about liaising with 
the local Rotary clubs to 
ensure the trip and project 
is as good as can be.

Need a committee to plan 
the event. Congratulations 
to Maurice for stepping up 
and volunteering!

Greg’s Big
Grand Final Week
Don’t forget the big week 
next week! Bring guests, 
bid on the 2 grand fi nal 
seats with Terry’s auction!

Sergeant Terry
Terry announced no fi nes 
for the rest of this year for 
Mel... Terry will pay any 
fi nes for Mel this year! 
Apparently bringing a TV 
to the Dance Into Spring 
was a good thing!!
Maurice – yes, Terry is 
right... read the bulletin, I 
do go to lots of trouble! I’m 
glad Terry keeps his eye on 
the news.
Terry also announced 
he would like the offi  cial 
“donger” back to ring the 
Rotary bell. Anyone?

All those blue and white balloons, was Greg hinting at a Geelong victory during Grand 
Final Week? Hang on, Port Adelaide have blue and white in their colours too!
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Guest Speaker 
Dr Vinay Rane
Health In Th e 
Justice System
Barry introduced Vinay as 
a “remarkable young lad” 
with four law degrees and a 
doctorate in medicine. He 
is currently mixing ongoing 
professional education with 
his work and presentations. 
Vinay’s presentation 
centred on people in 
custody, victims of crime 
and also police offi  cers.
Th ere are around 4,000 
prisoners in 13 prisons 
in Victoria, with another 
7,000 with community 
correctional orders.
Health ramifi cations 
include smoking (80% 
of prisoners), Hepatitis 
C, substance abuse, 
cardiovascular risks, 
socio-economic groups and 
illness and access to health 
care.
Hep C aff ects around 1% 
of the overall community, 

but 50 to 60% of the prison 
population.
Greater than a third of 
prisoners have a mental 
illness at some point 
(around 25% have major 
depression), and around 
30% have attempted 
suicide. Th is refl ects the 
environment to an extent, 
which is quite desperate.
Vinay related his fi rst 
prison visit, and eagerness 
to leave again.
Prison life oft en consists of 
bullying, stand over tactics 
(for acquiring drugs, even 
aft er ingested by a new 
prisoner), desperation and 
‘cruel and unusual’ acts. 
A quarter of prisoners 
come from only 2.1% of 
Victorian postcodes (over 
600 total postcodes), and 
50% from around 7% of 
postcodes.
Th ere is good news... there 
is growing access to health 
care, including dental 
health, and there is now a 
better chance to make an 
impact in the least healthy 
portion of the population.
Vinay fi elded some 
questions and thanks for 
being with us!

Meeting 27th 
September
Greg’s Big
Grand Final Week!
Th e day got underway 
with masses of balloon 
decorations in the room... 
very colourful!
We had several guests join 
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us for the day... Liz Ryan 
from RMIT, Cheryle’s 
partner Rohan, and Greg’s 
guests Glenyce, Peter 
Budzini, Jack Harrington 
and Graeme Douglas, 
former Coburg Football 
Club president.

2007 Downlow
Drama! Sensation! And a 
1-point margin! Yes, the 
2007 Downlow was a close 
call, won in the end by 
a rather confused David 
Earley. Don’t worry David, 
we still love you. Just 
because you’ve been awared 
“Worst At Rotary” means 
we know you can enjoy a 
good laugh!
And, of course, as the 
organiser of Greg’s Roast 

later this month, he’s 
getting his chance to 
“roast” you fi rst!
David just scraped home 
on 26 points, ahead of Peter 
Johnstone (leading the 
count with a week to go) 
on 25 and Mick Leahy on 
24. Rotarians further back 
included Henry Rekaris, 
Max Fremder, Adam 
Ramage and Eric Gowers.
I think Mick was ineligible 
to win anyway, for some 
infringement during the 
season!

OPENaid 
Donation
Th e club Board has 
approved a $500 donation 
to OPENaid, for their 
project in Burma creating 
a village micro-credit 
program.

Grand Final Ticket 
Auction
With a phone bidder 
keeping up the pressure 
on Curly Joe’s, we ended 
up with $1,500 for the 2 
grand fi nal tickets. Th anks 
Greg for this wonderful 
donation! And thanks 
to your mate who owns 
Ferrous Forgings in 
Ballarat Road for the bid! 
Hope he was barracking for 
Geelong!

Footy Songs
If you missed the meeting, 
you missed singing the club 
theme songs for Hawthorn, 
Collingwood, Geelong and 
Essendon!
Happy Birthday Glenyce
Greg’s long (suff ering?) 
wife Glenyce celebrated 
a birthday last week, and 
we all got to sing her 
happy birthday. As well, 

Greg and Glenyce have 
just celebrated their 49th 
wedding anniversary, 
and Greg did his bit for 
impressing Glenyce, by 
presenting a special fl oral 
arrangement.
Greg’s wish, before their 
50th anniversary, is to at 
least run a “close second” 
in an argument (admitting 
he’ll never win one!).

Working With 
Children 
applications
A reminder to submit 
your application! Th is is 
particularly relevant for any 
involvement in a Rotarian 
youth camp (eg MUNA, 
RYLA). Technically, other 
volunteer applications for 
what we do don’t have to be 
submitted until aft er June 
2008, but NOW would 
be a good time to do so 
as we have the Youth Art 
Exhibition coming up in 
November.

This Week’s 
Funny
Apparently it’s not that 
funny according to David 
Earley!
But... did you hear the news 
on the weekend?
A big “Melbourne Storm” 
caused it to “reign Cats” 
all over NSW and South 
Australia!
Congratulations to 
the mighty Cats for 
their 119 point record-
breaking shalacking of 
Port Adelaide, and to 
Melbourne Storm for their 
34-8 victory over the Manly 
Sea Eagles (yes, that other 
football code).

Upcoming 
Club Events
Th urs 4 Oct 
(dinner)
Our guest speaker for this 
week is Dr Brett Rawlings, 
speaking on myotherapy 
and acupuncture.

Th urs 11 Oct 
(lunch)
Our guest speaker is 
international internet guru 
Ed Dale (also president 
of the Denzil Don 
Kindergarten): Using Th e 
Internet To Create Business

Th urs 18 Oct 
(dinner)
Greg’s Roast at Windy 
Hill. Our big event... see 
our website or your inbox/
letterbox for a separate 
invite.

Th urs 8 Nov 
(breakfast)
Our Cup Week meeting 
will be a “fellowship” 
breakfast (no guest speaker, 
just the friend company of 
Rotarians).

Around The 
District
New Member 
Information 
Workshops

9.30am-12.00pm 
Sunday, 7 October, 
International House, 
Parkville
9.30am-12.00pm 
Sunday, 14 October, 
Eaglehawk

Have you joined Rotary 
in the last couple of years 
– or perhaps you’d just 

»

»
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like to know more about 
the Rotary organisation, 
regardless of when you 
joined?
Th en you’re invited to 
come along to one of the 
sessions we are holding 
and be informed, educated 
and inspired by Rotary’s 
capacity to help others 
throughout the world.
Th ese workshops will 
be a combination of 
presentation of Rotary 
information combined with 
time spent in discussion 
groups with very 
experienced Rotarians who 
can share their knowledge 
with you.
Come along and ask all the 
questions you may have 
about what Rotary does in 
other clubs, in our District 
and in the rest of the world.
Find out all about the 
opportunities that exist 
within Rotary to make your 
contribution to a better 
world.
Contact PDG Ann White 
to register or if you have 
any queries – 9699 5538 
(ah), 9682-7777 (bh), 
9686-4141 (fax), 0402 306 
790 (m) or email ann@
landmarksoft ware.com.au

Potential Rotary 
Leaders Seminar
Both Rotary Districts 
9800 and 9810 have 
combined their resources 
to bring PRLS (Potential 
Rotary Leaders Seminar) 
to Melbourne for the 
fi rst time. Both Districts 
identifi ed in their 2007-
8 strategy plan for their 
Districts that there was a 
need for additional leader 
training for Rotarians 

wishing to take on a 
leadership role in either 
their club or District. PRLS 
off ers the opportunity to 
provide additional skills 
and training to take on a 
leadership role in Rotary 
but participants have 
found the information and 
experience provided during 
the seminar can also be 
used in their vocation.
(More details are in edition 
14 of D9800 Networker).
Th e Presidents Rotary 
Leadership Program 
(PRLS) will be held over 
2 days – Saturday 20 
and Sunday 21 October 
– at the Quality Inn, 
Tullamarine.
DG 9800 John Davis and 
DG 9810 Dick Garner 
invite you to participate in 
this excellent program by 
completing and forwarding 
the application form 
available on the D9800 
website by 12th October 
2007.
Places are restricted to 25 
per District on Day 1 and 
12 per District on Day 2 
so you are encouraged to 
reply early as these places 
will fi ll quickly and will be 
processed on a fi rst in fi rst 
served basis.

More stories/events 
in Networker
Don’t forget the weekly 
district newsletter! Stories 
this week include details 
about Computers for 
Kids, Pin & Win at the 
Melbourne Cup Carnival 
and an article about 
Rotary’s International 
Travel and Hosting 
Fellowship (ITHF).
Other current club events 
listed in Networker include:

need them to, who can 
be counted on to do that 
(Terry, Peter, Alice, etc).
Th anks to Barry for 
organising such a fi ne lot 
of speakers and to those 
Rotarians who have 
submitted speakers to 
Barry to consider.
Th anks to Maurice for 
organising Sergeants, etc 
and to those Sergeants 
for doing such a fi ne 
job. Special thanks to 
Mel and Dean for the 
bulletin, balancing the 
bank account and their 
communication with 
members.
Eric – thanks so much 
for reliably keeping up 
with meeting attendance 
every week and anyone 
else who I have forgotten 
to mention. We couldn’t 
do it without the 
combined eff orts of all 
of you. Th ank you all so 
much!
     — President Cheryle

A Special 
Note of 
Thanks
Dear Rotarians
We are in a very active 
part of the year, with a 
lot of projects on the go. 
Th ank you all for the 
great eff ort that you have 
put in to the Dance into 
Spring, Greg’s Roast, 
Bagong Barrio, Tractors 
in Timor, the Grand 
Final Lunch and the 
Youth Arts Exhibition. 
I would especially like 
to thank Doug Walsh, 
Mel Kennedy, Greg & 
Glenyce Sewell, David 
Early, Michael Leahy, 
Adam Ramage, Mal 
Dubock, David Kennedy 
and everyone else who 
has assisted with these 
projects.
Special thanks also to the 
“silent helpers” who turn 
up, do a job when we 

Rotary Club of 
Tullamarine’s 24 hour 
mega-swim starting this 
Saturday (as reported in 
previous bulletins)
Rotary Club of Albert 
Park’s Giant Book Fair 
on 13 & 14 October
Th e Australian Rotary 
Health Symposium on 
14 October
Th e Rotary Club of West 
Footscray is pleased to 
announce the return 
to Australia of the 
internationally renowned 
St Peters Quartet; 
performing on Tuesday 
16 October
Rotary Club of Port 
Melbourne invites you 

»

»

»

»

»

to join them at their 
Charter Night on Friday, 
26 October
RC Brimbank Central is 
now holding its Youth 
Forum on Wednesday, 
31 October (details in 
Bulletin #6)
RC Toorak invites you to 
a dinner with renowned 
UK author, Ken 
Follett, on Monday, 12 
November with special 
guest Hon Jeff  Kennett
Altona City Rotary 
Club is holding its Sixth 
Annual Charity Golf 
Day for Very Special 
Kids and other local and 
international Rotary 
projects on 29 Feb 2008!

»

»

»
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Here’s an edited version 
(for space reasons!) of 
OPENaid’s latest update. 
Visit their website (www.
openaid.org.au) to subscribe 
to their News and Updates.

OPENaid and 
Burma
I am on the border 
attempting to enter Burma, 
and travel to Rangoon to 
support our staff .
I am in regular contact 
with staff  and women in 
our program in Rangoon 
and Phugyi Village. 
Because of the escalating 
crisis, everyone is scared 
to leave their homes, and 
no one is selling vegetables 
and food. Most people are 
really struggling now to 
meet daily food needs. No 
drinking water is being 
delivered at the moment 
either.
Although the masses are 
enthusiastically supporting 
the protest, women in 
our programs realize how 
diffi  cult life will become 
with prolonged confl ict 
and the military regime 
brutality cracking down on 
citizens around Rangoon 
and districts.
Our staff  are doing 
everything they can to 
support defenceless citizens 
risking their lives simply 
to make their voice heard 
to live in a country free of 
oppression and extreme 
poverty, which they have 
been enduring for the past 
19 years.
We are determined to 
support them!

An Update from OPENaid

If you would like to support 
women and children 
in Rangoon through 
OPENaid, please contact 
us asap at offi  ce@openaid.
org.au
Dea Pe Nar (pictured) is 
six years old. Now, in grade 
1, Dea Pe Nar is attending 
school because his mother 
is making a little more 
money with increased 
crops and yields from a 
small loan from OPENaid.
We are committed to 
helping his family work 
their way into a brighter 
future.
Dea Pe Nar has four 
brothers and one sister. His 
little sister is still unable 
to attend school. His 
parents work extremely 
hard everyday and will 
receive another loan before 
Christmas to lift  income 
again and hopefully, open 
the door for Dea Pe Nar’s 
sister to return to school.

Microfi nance in 
Tepprasit Slum
On the edges of Pattaya, 
thousands of women, 
children and families 
live in slums. For them, 
earning enough money for 
children’s school fees and 
food every day is never 
easy.
Th e reality, for the vast 
majority of young girls 
in these slums, is a 
constant pressure to enter 
prostitution.
Wanna Jansri, another 
girl we rescued from 
prostitution, is now deeply 
involved with OPENaid’s 
program in Tepprasit slum. 
Th e number of women in 

this program is increasing, 
with small loans between 
2,000 baht (AU$71) 
and 14,000 (AU$500) 
now being loaned and 
many new borrowers 
interviewed.
Yesterday, Wanna 
interviewed another group 
of women in a new slum, 
5 minutes from Tepprasit. 
Borrowers are being 
empowered to benefi t and 
improve their situation, 
increasing their defenses 
against sexual exploitation 
and prostitution.
Borrower Prapai 
Chakreyasut lives in 
Tepprasit slum washing 
clothes for women and 
families there and in other 
surrounding slums. With 
her loan of 6,000 baht 
(AU$214), she bought 
a washing machine to 
expand her business, 
hopefully keeping her away 
from prostitution forever.
Refusing to let their 
daughters slip into 
prostitution
Are we making progress in 
fi ghting the fl esh trade? Yes. 
We are taking many small, 
small steps, like our loans 
program and initiatives in 
slums, to help mothers and 
young girls repel the forces 
of sex-tourism.
People tell me daily that 
girls already involved in 

prostitution in Pattaya, 
cannot be extracted. 
Indeed, it’s extremely 
tough work. OPENaid, 
however, has shown that 
through empowering girls 
and equipping them with 
the tools necessary to 
survive, they can be saved 
before the sex industry 
controls them. We refuse 
to give up on the victims of 
prostitution.
Empowering girls to resist 
submitting themselves 
to prostitution, as well as 
supportive actions to assist 
girls to extract themselves 
from prostitution, is our 
goal in Pattaya.
In slums and in bars, 
courageous women 
are fi ghting against 
sexual violence and 
commercialized rape!
It never is too late! I 
smiled with great joy 
yesterday as I listened to 
Wanna encourage a young 
woman requesting a loan. 
Wanna lovingly explained, 
“If you want go somewhere 
in your life, don’t sell your 
body! Steps can be taken, 
and you can do this. And 
one day, you will be proud 
of yourself.”
I said these same words to 
Wanna when I fi rst met her 
in a bar in February.
Th anks for your support.
  — Justin Whitecross


