
 
Lauri 
 
No news this week about Lauri’s health, however he has resigned from On To Conference.  Thanks 
to Mick Leahy who has kindly offered to take this task on. 
 
Tractors in Timor 
 
Adam has heard from Rebecca Andersen in East Timor. The Fathers at the College have provided 
a list of prioritised tractor parts that would ensure the immediate repair of at least one tractor. The 
revised cost is around $8000 USD.  

Chris Trueman, CEO of Xanana Vocational Education Trust, who is involved in Rotary in Melbourne 
will contact Adam when he returns home from Timor soon. Chris has much knowledge about the 
present situation in East Timor, and the process of setting up funding for sustainable projects in the 
area.  Chris will have the copy of the revised tractor budget proposal, which will ensure there is no 
overlap in potential financial support, and will be in the best interests of all involved. 

Stay tuned for more information! 
 
Membership Month
 
It seems we’ll be reminded of this at every meeting this month!  David and Stavros, lucky them, 
have people in mind as potential members, and once again, all other members are urged to … 
recruit, recruit, recruit! 
 
Another trophy … crystal this time! 
 
Congratulations to Mick Leahy whopicked up a lovely crystal prize at the Avis Irish Golf event.   
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Naughty Adam! 
 
Oops … Adam forgot to tell us all how many members, guests and visitors we had today, AND 
apologies (until Deano prompted him!), AND, worst of all … he forgot to give Assistant Governor 
Kevin Field a few minutes of air time!  Never mind Adam! 
 
Guest speaker 
 
Today we heard from Sue from the Brunswick Neighbourhood House. Sue has worked at the 
House for the last 5 years, and is program coordinator for a large variety of programs.  It receives 
funding through all levels of government. 
 
Brunswick Neighbourhood House, in operation for 26 years, is a not for profit organisation. It’s 
governed by committee members who are members of the local community, which ensure 
community needs are covered. 
 
The House looks like a house (!), rather than a corporate style office or building, to ensure it 
remains inviting to attendees.  Its aim is for members of the community, including those who’ve 
raised a family, people who’ve felt isolated, suffered depression, been ill, and new arrivals to the 
country, to re-enter society. 
 
The House has an educational and social focus. It’s a Registered Training Organisation which is 
subject to the same audit and quality standards as all other RTO’s.  It provides educational 
programs to provide entry level skills, including English language classes and computer/software 
use classes.  It provides recerational and wellbeing programs such as yoga, pilates, cooking and 
pottery. 
 
The House provides programs for people with disabilities, including a creative movement and dance 
class (which did a show for us at the President’s Change Over Dinner in July).  This group has been 
running for more than 10 years, and is partly funded by Moreland City Council. 
 
The House runs social and family support groups including a post natal depression group, and 
family violence seminars.  One of the groups is the Association of Civilian Widows, which is a group 
of women whose husbands were killed out of military service, and unlike war widows, were left 
without financial support.  The group lobbied successfully for a widow’s pension.  The group now 
raises fundsfor childrens’ educational support, and also look after each other. 
 
The House provides interest groups such as the Italian Women’s Society Group, with a place to 
meet.  It also provides occasional childcare, as an accredited, regulated child care provider.  The 
House provides a reading and writing program, and a singing program that some of our Rotary 
members could do with! 
 
Sue says that working at Brunswick Neighbourhood House is rewarding and a pleasure.  It provides 
positive changes for community members, and a sense of community.  It has a policy is of access 
and equity.  No appointment is needed, and no one is turned away. 
 



 
Other stuff … 
 
In Bulletin number 2, it was mentioned that Adam’s daughter now thinks he’s the prime minister, 
after she drew a drawing congratulating him!  We now have a copy of the drawing, which is 
attached to this bulletin. 
 
Also attached is a Mekong Challenge flyer.  This adventurous trip, to be held 24 November to 6 
December, is in support of CARE Australia.  The Challenge aims to seek funding to assist in the 
construction of a bridge over the River Hung in northern Laos.  Anyone interested needs to send 
their completed application and initial deposit before August 24th. 
 
Weekly Program 
 
August 17th Thursday lunchtime Noel Gough's talks to us about  "The building of the 

Snowy and the Migrant Contribution" 
 

August 24th Thursday lunchtime TBA 
 

August 31st Thursday lunchtime Rev Dr Peter Hollingworth and or PDG John Wigley 
discuss the PACE project. 
 

September 7th Thursday lunchtime Ryan Diehl – Ambassadorial Scholar 
 

 




