
 

 

No. 19  30 November 2006 

 
 

 

General update 
 

! Today we held our AGM 
! Brunswick Industries are launching their new name today, Brunswick Business Services to be 

opened today by the governor of Victoria.  All are welcome to attend. 
! All members are reminded to send Adam their questionnaires! 
! Kevin said that Beverley is getting better, and is in rehab.  She’s making progress, will be 

coming home for Christmas, and will go back to rehab after Christmas. 
 

 

Christmas cakes, puddings and cards 
 

Please give your orders for Christmas cakes and puddings to Barry, they’re $13 each. 
 
Christmas Cards are available once again.  They’re $10 for a pack of 10, with proceeds going to the 
Australian Rotary Health Research Fund, and are available each meeting. 

 
 

This week’s joke 
 
Courtesy of Mick 
 
Why I fired my secretary ... 
  
Last week was my birthday and I didn't feel very well waking up that morning. 
  
I went downstairs for breakfast hoping my wife would be pleasant and say, "Happy Birthday!", and possibly 
have a present for me.  
  
As it turned out, she barely said good morning, let alone "Happy Birthday." 
  
I thought... Well, that's marriage for you, but the kids will remember. 
  
My kids came in to breakfast and didn't say a word.  So when I left for the office, I felt pretty low and 
somewhat despondent.  
  
As I walked into my office, my secretary Jane said, "Good Morning Boss, Happy Birthday!"  It felt a little 
better that at least someone had remembered. 
  
I worked until one o'clock and then Jane knocked on my door and said, "You know, it's such a beautiful day 
outside, and it's your birthday, let's go out to lunch, just you and me."  I said, "Thanks Jane, that's the 
greatest thing I've heard all day.  Let's go!"  
  
We went to lunch.  But we didn' t go where we normally would go. We dined instead at a little place with a 
private table. We had two martinis each and I enjoyed the meal tremendously. On the way back to the office, 
Jane said, "You know, it's such a beautiful day...We don't need to go back to the office, do we?"  
  
I responded, "I guess not. What do you have in mind?" She said, "Let's go to my apartment."  
  

After arriving at her apartment, Jane turned to me and said, "Boss, if you don't mind, I'm 
going to step into the bedroom for a moment. I'll be right back." 
  
"OK" I nervously replied. 
  



 

She went into the bedroom and, after a couple of minutes, she came out carrying a huge birthday cake . 
Followed by my wife, kids, and dozens of my friends and co-workers, all singing "Happy Birthday".  
  
And I just sat there ... 
 
On the couch... 
  
Naked 
 

Guest speaker 
 
Our guest speaker today was Colin Macfarlane from Operation Cleft, and the Rotary Club of Box Hill 
Central.  Operation Cleft started 15 months ago, and is a joint venture between the Glencoe Foundation 
and RC Box Hill Central.  Local surgeons operate on cleft lip and cleft palate, some of those being very 
severe. 
 
The cost, which includes surgery, hospital fees, medication and sometimes transport from the village to 
the hospital is between $100 and $200.  100% of donations goes towards the surgeries, while 
fundraising, travel expenses, etc are covered by the Glencoe Foundation and RC Box Hill Central. 
 
Operation Cleft’s target this year is $160,000.  As at October 10th, they were at $157,000 with another 
$1000 committed, leaving $2000 more to raise.  This figure translates to more than 1000 childrens’ lives 
being changed. 
 
The Glencoe Foundation was started in 2002 by Colin, as a personal project.  It encourages motivated 
young people to realise their potential.  It’s projects include a child with cerebral palsy in Cape York, a 
scholarship program for vocational school computer training in Vietnam (where there are now 1400 
students learning basic computer skills in Hanoi), a micro credit project in Bangladesh, provision of basic 
school needs for children in Zambia, amongst many others.  Colin says that not a lot of money is 
required to do these projects, it just needs to be directed specifically to those projects. 
 
There is an estimated 140,000 untreated cleft problems in Bangladesh, and 3,000 to 4,000 children are 
born each year with cleft problems.  Sufferers cannot eat or speak properly, and many go deaf from 
infections.  When the program initially started, a contact in Bangladesh drove a microphone van around 
announcing the operations.  130 people turned up, of which 101 were operated on.  For patients who 
have cleft lip and palete problems, surgeons operate first on the lip, then the palate around 12 months 
later.  Often the problem is genetic, sometimes from marriages too close. 
 
The people of Bangladesh are very poor, many earning around only $1 per day.  The reaction of the 
parents to how their children appear after surgery is very rewarding.  One father fainted!  Patients are 
sent home with medication, and instructions on what to do if problems occur.  The operations impact on 
the whole family, bringing happiness to everyone. 
 
The local surgeon is highly qualified, having studied plastic surgery in Melbourne, and reconstructive 
surgery in the US.  He now trains other surgeons, and has connections to others who can help.  He 
earns around $300 US per month as a top plastic surgeon.  Currently up to 150 patients are being 
operated on per month. 
 
Donations to the Glencoe Foundation are tax deductible, and a thank you certificate is provided.  
Donations from individual or our club would be greatly appreciated!  See the attached info for a donation 
form, and to see how these children’s lives are changed. 

 



 

 

Weekly Program 
 
December 7th Thursday lunchtime David Kennedy's Birthplace of the Ashes speaker 

 
December 14th  Thursday lunchtime Cheryle: plan for 2007-08 

 
December 21st  Thursday lunchtime Christmas Week Breakfast Meeting 

 
 
Other Items 
 
CONFERENCE 
 
Time is ticking away....and it is not long before the Early Bird Special for the D9800 Canberra Conference 
closes.  Make sure you and your members are in the draw for the fabulous Early Bird Prize!.... 
  
SAVE!! AND WIN!!  HURRY!!  
EARLY BIRD SPECIAL!!!  NOT TO BE MISSED  
Register by 13th December 2006 to Be In The Running To Win A Weekend Of Luxury Courtesy Of Lexus Of 
Blackburn.  
Just a short 45 minute drive from central Melbourne, The Sebel Heritage Yarra Valley is part of the 
prestigious Heritage Golf & Country Club and Heritage Retreat & Dayspa. This weekend includes one night's 
accommodation at The Sebel Heritage Yarra Valley* in a deluxe room, including buffet breakfast for 2, 
access to all recreational facilities and the first private Jack Nicklaus designed signature golf course in 
Australia.  
To travel to your destination in style and comfort, the winner may select a Lexus vehicle of your choice** for 
the duration of a weekend, courtesy of Lexus of Blackburn.  
  
Win a weekend of luxury courtesy of Lexus of Blackburn.  
* Sebel Heritage Yarra Valley Terms and Conditions apply and subject to availability.  
** Vehicle subject to availability on your chosen weekend, minimum one weeks notice and subject to terms 
and conditions outlined in the Loan Vehicle Agreement.  
NB Vehicle and Accommodation must be used in conjunction with one another.   

Have your members sent in their Registration Forms?    

Need extra forms? Go to the Conference website for easy to download forms: 
www.rotaryd9800.org/conference 

Remember....'Procrastination Is The Thief Of Time'!!    

Register Today!  (online via the D9800 Canberra Conference website www.rotaryd9800.org/conference  or 
returning the Registration Form by post to: PO Box 1092, Hawthorn, VIC 3122 

-------------------------------------------------- 
 
CHRISTMAS ASSISTANCE REQUIRED by THE SMITH FAMILY 

 
! Do you have a normal drivers licence? 
! Ever wanted to drive a Mercedes Vito delivery van? 
! Can you volunteer time on December 4th, 11th, 12th, 13th,14th, 15th?  (any or some dates) 

 
Five hours driving and minimal lifting involved to collect toy donations for disadvantaged children this 
Christmas. 

 
Please contact: MARK CUBIT   mark.cubit@smithfamily.com.au 



 

Ph: 0415 109 817  Fax: 9416 0725 
 
-------------------------------------------------- 
 
ROMAC BULLETIN # 3 
 
Here is a rundown on all our current ROMAC Patients. 
  
Afu Fan (East Timor).   Afu arrived with a very serious spinal tumour and has now had two 
operations.  Surgeons were concerned about Afu’s second operation as it involved complex 
surgery around key nerves and blood vessels. After a twelve hour procedure involving two surgical 
teams the good news is that it is a total success.   When Afu arrived he could not walk and was 
basically skin and bone.  He was a near quadriplegic and was almost certainly headed for death 
within a short period. He now looks forward to a normal life span without physical handicap. A real 
ROMAC accomplishment. 
  
Shaneil Patel.    (Zimbabwe). This patient was operated on at RCH for a leg deformity 
which made walking and living a normal life impossible.  He is now being looked after in 
Ararat.  First post op review in late November but reports look good and he will live a quality life. 
  
Samantha Ata.    (Solomon's). Doctors at RCH have corrected Samantha’s dangerous blood 
condition and are confident future treatment can be administered by local doctors.    Returns home 
late Nov. 
  
Donations from clubs are always gratefully received to continue ROMAC’s good work. 
 
-------------------------------------------------- 
 
Annual District Governor’s Golf Day 
 
On Friday March 16th 2007, see attached info. 




